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wrested from Wuzeer Mohummed by Sindheea at
different times, to be cessions in lieu of tribute
justly due, the account of which was still unset-
tled ; and represented our interference to prevent
the enforcement of these his just dues, as tanta-
mount to a positive declaration of war. In point
of fact, according to the Mahratta notions of poli-
tical justice, Sindheea had a good title to what-
ever he could export from Bhopal; and, having
been in the habit of making usurpations, and levy-
ing contributions on this territory as his peculiar
and exclusive prey, he conceived no one else had
any right to interpose. This is the meaning he
attached to the word dependency. It was noto-
rious, however, that Wuzeer Mohummed had long
maintained a most glorious struggle for his inde-
pendence; and neither had himself, nor had any of
the family before him, ever by treaty, or other act
of any kind, acknowledged the supremacy of any
Mahratta state. The discussions on this point
grew particularly warm; Sindheea taking an ac-
tive personal part in them, and using language
which might have been construed into menace:
and when, at the close of the interview, Mr. Stra-
chey requested that Colonel Baptiste might be or-
dered to refrain from active hostility against
Bhopal, until the Governor-general's instructions
upon the Resident's report of the conference should
arrive, the request was distinctly refused. Indeed,
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